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S:. Matthew, Chap. VI. Perf. 23. 


But uf tne Eye be. Evil, the whole Body ſhall 
be full of Darkneſs off therefore that Light 
that 1s in thee be' Darkneſs, How preat « | 
that Darkneſs ? | 


N UR Bleſſed Saviour inthis and the foregoing 
j _ÞJ Verſe has compared the inward Light of }; 
_ VF the practical Judgment, to the outward ! 
Sight of. the Bodily Eye,; A Compariſon very uſual 
amongſt the Anticnt Moral Philoſophers, as Grotins 
upon theſe Words has obſerved, and proved by ſe- : 
veral Quotations. | 7 
And there. is indeed a pecular Reſemblance and: .; 
Agreement. berwixt them, as to their ſeveral Offices 
and. Effects, their Pertections and Imperfe&tions, with 1 
the Advantages or Diſadvantages of cither : For as | 


_ the Natural Motions and Actions of the Body are 


<0 % 
N0FY TED -—_ ” . 


guided by the outward Eye, fo the Moral Lite and 
. Converſation of the Man 1s dirc&ed and governed ; 
by the mward Light of the Mind, and» very evil 4 
Conſequences attend us both in our Natural and } 
Spiritual Intercſts, as theſe Guides fail or miſcarry ! 
in. their Conduct. | 

| "A +2, Wha i 
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FF: A Sermm Preach befor 


When the ara of. Sight i Is Akane In any _— 
| its Parts and Inſtruments, or depraved ore, 
q by. a Flux of unnatural and wicious Humours, the. 
* Eye can neither apprehend nordiſtinguiſh its proper 
{ Objects, nor dirc&t the Body to avoid tHdſc things 
| -that. contradict, or to perſue thoſe things. that are 
neceſſary to its Happineſs and. Satisfaction, | 
} All Difſcaſes, Detects, and Diſorders in the Eye,. 
* are yneaſic and troubleſome, becauſe in a: moſt uſe-. 
* ful and moſt ſenſible Part;. Bur the loſs of Sight is . 
the moſt Calamitous Evil thar can-befal us; For it 
- not only bercaves us of the greateſt Pleaſures of Life, 
bur alſo purs us under the neceſſity of the Mercy of 
| others to aſſiſt us in thoſe Actions whuich.are neceſ- 
* Hary to preſerve and defend it. _ 
But the Conſequence is much, more Dreadful; 
| when the Spiritual Eye is Evil; and the Light with- 
- Mus Darkneſs ; when the Conſcience or Practical. 
| Judgment neither attends, nor conſiders the general 
- Norices of its Duty, nor is directed by its proper 
{ Light, bur perverted with falſe Princtpts, or de- 
| praved with ſenſual Aﬀections, miſtakes Evil for 
Good, and Error for Truth ; And the Miſchiefs of. 
{ this Spiritual Darkneſs do as far exceed thoſe of- the 
| Natuzal, as the Interefts and Perfections of the Soul: 
furpaſs thoſe of the Body. 
For the Mind, Conſcience or Spirit of the Man . 
is the Candle of thie Lotd, as Solomon has Styled it; _ 


apd TECELV. A Luſtre and Authority from the Grear | 
| Creator, . 
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*Ereator, that t-might be both 2 Shining and Butn- + 
 tng Light to direct and incite us to our Duty, and } 
we ſhall be accountable to Him that made us,. if : 
we neglector. diſobey its 'Conduct ; For whether } 
we contider it with its Native Brightneſs, receiv'd | 
at-firſt from the Father -of Lights; or with that : 
_ Additional Luſtre: it had from that Son, who: is the ; 
- Expreſs Image of his Fathers Glory, -and enlightneth 7. 
every Man hat cometh into. the World, it 1s our : 
Gafeſt and ſureſt Guide : For if we follow the Con- * 
duct of this Lumunary, it will-direct -and lead tus | 
into the Inheritance in Light-; bur # we diſpiſe cor | 
contradict its. Natural or Reveal'd Illuminations, : 
either walking not in the Light, or detaining 1t in } 
Unrightouſneſs, our future Portion will be utter 
Darkneſs, amongſt thoſe that loved Darkneſs rather .; 
than Light, becauſe their Deeds were Evil. | 
And Three Things are very evident from theſe } 
Words. ; 

_- Firſt, That there is in every Mana Conſcience or | 
Practical Judgment, which is to be the Guide and 4 
Director of all our Actions, there 1s a Spiritual Eye } 
-and Light wirhin us. 52 
* Secondly, That this Conſcience may abuſe its 1 
Office, miſtake its Meaſures, be corrupted by falſe ; 
Principles, prejudice, and ſenſual Aﬀections, :andi 
miſlead us into dangerous Errors and evil Practices: ? 
This Eye may be Evil, this Light may be Dark-! 
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| T hirdly, Tha tho —_— ane we can-be- 
| fal us,- 1s to: have our Conſciences depravediand: 
; corrupted, if the Light within ws; be. Darke: how- 
great, how miſchievous, is: that:Darkneſs 2: 
” Firſt,, Thar there/is-1n every. Man: a Conſcience; 
tor practical Judgment, a- Spiritual Eye or Light 
q within him. .- 
-  Allchoſe Glorious. Bodies of Light which GOD: 
; Grcatcd and fixed in the upper Regions of che Uni- 
verſe, to BING luſtre and a bright Paraphraſe tothe: 
matcrial part: of the Creation,. ;and- to ; render the. 
[ Works of. his: Hands Viſible. and Conſpicuous;afford; 
ncither direction: nor<ntertainment” to-Beings Inſen-- 
{1blc and; Inanimate, but-thoſe Creatures-only: which 
haye proper Organs. to perceive their. Light, enjoy! 
l Plcaſ age. and/Conduet from it: 
| And all tlic /Laws/of Godand Man, though pub-- 
Ithhed and:promulged-with.the greateſt Evidenceand 
Demonſtration, would fignific nothing + Human 
Nacurc,. were thore/not-a, Faculty in' us ro under- 
ſtand che:Law, judge of' its: Authority, and-apply: 
Its Skkeadon This-1s; the Eye/ which perceives the: 
4i_8 and knows how to make uſe of its:Condudt:; ” 
the Otgan that underſtands; how: to: accommodate 
the Rule to-practice,, and-to regulate Action by the 
h etermin'd proportions of Good and- Evil; ; and 
251A this, Man-would: be as.incapable a.Subject of 
aws,.as thoſe Creatures that have no Senſe,or thoſe: 
At have only Senſe to  Zoyern them : And fi p nce 
* | t CE ©: 
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_ Abſurd and Ridiculous. 
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there: 1s ſuch. Uſe. and. Neceffity of. this Faculty, | 
what. need can, there be of further 'Argument to. © 
prove. 1t.? Or rather, What necd of any. Appeal to. 
Argument 1n this matter, ſo evident to the. inward 
Senſe and. Apprehenſion of. every Man who Reflects 
and Confiders.?. | 
No Man pretends to throw away. a Demonſtrati- 
on to, Convince. lnm.who will not Believe the Sun. : 
Shines, when his. Eyes aſſure him. it does; nor to 
fausfic him who diſputes the. Eyidence of: any. Senſe, 
where the Organ 1s 1n.due'Order;. and all Gircum- 
ſtances juſt and proportionate. © + 
- The Philoſopher that pretended againſt the Te- ?! 
ſtimomics'of Senſe, ro- prove there was'no Motion, 
becauſe of fome difficulties in the Nature of it that 
 were.not eaſily. Explicable,had as Wiſe a Refutation 
as.he deſerved by him,who took a turn in his School | 
to aſſert the Truth of the matter of Fact, and left : 
the Philoſopher to Glory in the! Vanity of his infig- 
nificant Speculation. | | 
Now: the outward Eye and the inward Light, as 
they bear proportion and refemblance mn their Offi- 
ces and Effects, ſo alſo in their Evidence and Au- 
thority.; and 1t will be equally Unnatural and Un- *' 
reaſonable to fuſpect the Teſtimony of the one, as * 


- 


of the other ; and he will as lictle deſerve aDemon- "i 


| tration to Convince him;who diſputes the Eyidence | 
of. his 1nward, as he that queſtions the Teſtimony of |} 
his outward Senſes, for the Folly of both: 1s Sw 

? and | 


6 07M? Sermon Preach'd before . 
EL 

i "And therefore i it will be to 'no purpoſe to labour 
E-to prove: that by Argument, which is ſufficiently 
| Demonſtrated to every Man by inward Tefttmony;; 
' for there is no likelihood thoſe Men ſhould be-Con- 
| -vinced by anothers Reaſoning, who will nor believe 
themſelves in-a matter ſo evident to their own. 

| © It cannot be denied but that the Uſe of Reaſon 
{may be wholly loſt in ſome, and the Exerciſe of 
| Reaſon_ weakned and depraved in others; © And 
where the Uſe of Reaſon 1s loſt, there the Conduct! 
".of Conſcience ceaſes, it being nothing but the Ex- 
| erciſe of Reaſon. in order to practice, and according 
| :ro the Degrees of - the Depravarion of Reaſon, the 
| Influence and Authority of Conſcience will, as to 
ſome Acts in proportion, weaken and decay. 

F And i it will be 1mpoſlible (for Conſcience to 
| be wholly loſt as to the Principle or Exerciſe, where 
| 'rhe Uſe pA Reaſon remains ; Nor can any Man be 
 mſenſible of its influence in ſome proportion, there 
| being ſo many Acts and Offices by which Conſcience 
--Excrts 1ts Authority over us: For whether it Dictares, 
| Teſtifies, Accuſes, Excuſes, Binds, or Looſcs, theſe 
| ace bur the ſeveral Acts of the ſame Principle called 
| Conſcience, in its Conduct and Government of 
{ Moral Actions, and no Man that makes Uſe of his 
| Reaſon in Acting, deliberates when he Acts, conſt- 
| ders what he docs, and reflects upon what he has 
| done, but has had Experience of all thoſe inſtances 
of the Power and Aut ority of Conſcience 1 in by 
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And this indeed is that Principle which moſt enu-- 
-nently diſtingutſhes us from the Beaſts that Perth ; _. 
For though: 1t cannot be denied but that thoſe. * 
Creatures we call Senſitive, - have a reſemblance of. 
ſome ſort of Reaſoning in many of their Actions, 
yet there are no footſteps of Conſcience, or the -| 
practical Underffanding to be found amongſt them, . | 
neither was there any neceſlity for 1t'; for Senſe and. W 
Inſtinct are competentPrinciples of Natural Actions, MW 
and abundantly ſufficient to conduct them through Wi 
all the N ceeſfiies . Pleaſures, and+ Satisfactions of Wt 
this Life ; and they-having no further proſpect, carf 
need no other Principle of Conduet. 
- But Human or Moral- Actions require  Nobler 
Principles to-Govern:them ;- they ſuppoſe us under 
the Obligation of Laws, are always Good or Evil, 
and render us accountable to a Superiour Power : * 
The'Soul is an Immortal Being, and the Mind of 
. Man is indued with Impreſſions and Apprehenſions 4 
of its own Immortality; and can never Conduct it | 
felf by the meafures of Prudence, unlefs' it have a ! 
regard to 1ts State and Condition in- the other | 
World, and-the furure Event-of all its Actions,and.} 
therefore Human Actions are under the Govern-4 
ment-of Conſcience, which 1s nothing exe bur the ; 
Mind of- Man Acting with a- regard to God and; 
His Government;  - | 4 
For "Conſcience 1s God's Deputy, and Acts by- 
His Commuſſton, 1t Dictates in His Name, Gon 
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F7: His TT: Refers us.to- Ha cerca = 
- Allis ns us/over to Anſwer-for-all our Actions at.the 
' Bar 45} che Supream Judge of Heaven.and Earth. 

| © For as nothing. can obhge Conſcience but Divine 
> Authority, ſo Conſcicnce-always Appcals-co:God as 
* 11s Judge and Legiſlator ; and. theretore the Apoſtle 
*. St. Paul. has obſerved. of. thoſei that were «a; Law wnto 
themſelves, and had no-'other Rule of Action but 
 - the Law of Nature mritten-in'their Hearts, that they 
* had.Conſciences bearing Witnefs, viz. - to; his - Au- 
thority who had promulged the Law, and Thoughts 
| acculing . or .cxcuſing-them aceorting to the; mca- 
| ſures of their -Diſobedience - or : Qbedience ; to - it; 
* and that even thoſe-who were fi//d with: all Un- 
| righteouſneſs, Fornication, -Wickedneſs, : and. Maliciouſ- 
* eſs, and. nor only did thoſe Things that were contrary 
70 Narrebut had alſo. Pleaſure in-thoſe that did them, 
.. had- knowledge and apprehenſion of the Judgment 
| of- God,. that thoſe-who committed ſuch Things were 
Eq worthy of Death, Rom.-1, 2. 

i). . For the Finger of God that Imprinted the Law of 
' Namrc upon our Hearts, has pointed to the Author 
| of the Impreſſion, and directed us to -the Divine 
| Authority that impoſed the Law. 

And the Infinite Wiſdom of the Creator has fo 
 - Framed. us,that his Laws obtain.thar .Power and Au- 
| thority over us by the Conſent and Application: of 
our own Natures, ſo that-we cannot Diſobey. him, 
£ bur we muſt” diſapprove 0 our ſclyes : For as Con ng 
BG | | : ſcien 
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i is "T7 RT” _ Director, ſo it is th: 
Witnels and Judge of all our Actions.s v2 bears. 
Teſtimony to the Authority we Offend, gives Evi. | 
dence of the Guilt of the Offence, -and palles Judg-- 4 
ment upon the Offender, and ſhall be the final Exe- 


.catioher of the Divine Wrath upon the Diſobedient. - ' 


By the Miſtakes of Human Judicatories the-Inno- 
'cent may recetye Judgment for that Guilt of which 
they have no Senſe nor Conviction within them- 
| ſelves; ; but at the final Bar of the Divine Juſtice, 
none ſhall be Condemned by GOD but he that is 
-Avragnixed&, Selt-Condemned, for Judgmenc ſhall be 
given from the Records of the Sinners own Con- 
ſcience; and he cannot but with Silence -and Conf 


ſion acknowledge the- Juſtice of that Sentence,which: | | 


upon full Evidence and Conviction he had paſſed 


. upon himſelf before. | 
I conclude therefore, That as Conlbad is the 


l neceſfary Principle of the Rational Conduct of Mo- | 
| ral Actions, ſo it is a neceſſary Witneſs for GOD 


'3n Man to preſerve a Senſe and Approbation of the 
Juſtice of the Divine Government in all the Events 
of Human Actions. 


"That there- 1s a Conſcience - is the inward Sent. , Þ 


and Apprchenſion of every Man who Reflects and 
"Conſiders tus o__ But what this Conſcience is, 
is not ſo caſity Defined, nor ſo diſtinctly Apprehen- 


ded by woe 1 ONE c that perceives Ks Influence : 
$ For 


» I PY 


.  *For,as: Conſcience: 18. a"comprehenlive Principle, 
} defined ya. complexion of Norices, ' and demon- 
|  ſtraced by ſeveral Acts, ſo it is a comprehenſive and 

ambiguous Word, and has various Acceptions and. 
- Significations';” Sometimes. it 1s taken /Subjecrively 

for the practical Intellect, as when we fay the Laws. 
+ of Narure are written”in 'our Conſciences ;; Some- 
' times formally for the habitual Perſuaſion and Ap- 

- plicatonof thoſe Principles which'are the Rule of 
Conſcience, as we fay,he 15 a' Good Man, and makes. 
\- Conſcience of his Ways, or he isa Profligate Perſon, 
| .. and has no Conſcience in him, or has loſt his Con- 
+ foience'; "that 1s;' he has Toft that uſual perſuation: 
| ard recourſe: to the” Principles ' of Conſcience, by 
| . Which' Gobd Men Goyern their Actions :' Or elſe... 
Thirdly, Confeicnce is uſed Effectively for any ſingle 
Operation or Action 'of Conſcience, as when we 
E: bo (Ea particular, ſuch'a Man makes a Conſcience: 
of Sweating, Lying, «6r the hke ; but this laſt is- 
| - ihelndcd/in the ſecond'as a particular of that gene-- 
| ” Thus we commonly Speak! apprehendand diſtin- 


o 
+ 


-  guiſh Conſcienec, but we muſt conſider more fally,, 
- andunitetheFaculty, Habit, and Exerciſe together, 
|  w''dcfine and makes compleat Notion of Con- 
. ſcience + and therefore: thoſe thar pretend to Pete. 
it, fay, , Conftience is the Mind of Man,  Govern'd by: 
| Rule, and meafur d'by the Proportions of Good and: Evil, 
K in order to Praftice; to condutd' all our Relations;., and” 
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"al our 'E or betwixt G0D; 027 ig pe 7 
our Selves, in'all Moral Aftions; And fo Biſhop 7 az- : 
{or according to. his uſual Copia in ns 6", "ig | 
' tium has Detin'd it ; Or as Biſhop Sanderſo 

* accurate Caſuiſt, has more Scholaftically deſcribed | 
it, Conſcience is the Faculty or Habit of the praftical 
Intelleft, whereby the Mind of Man, by the Diſcurſtve 
Afts of Reaſoning, applies its preſent Ligot to the Con 0n- | 
dutt of Moral Afions. -Þ 

And: in both, or either of theſe Thilaloicoin we | 
have a compleat Notion of the do of Con- 
ſcience ; but the neceſſary and eflental Parts, as the i 
genus Subject, Object 24 Act of. Conſcience, Arc , 
more micely and difinetly deſcribed in the latter. | 
Firſt, The*Genus of ane] is Habit, 
and ſo the Biſhop (though for ſome | other ' Prolef. x. 
| Reaſons he has joyn'd with it Faculty in the 5 1% | 
Definition) has concluded that Confcience: is pro- #8 
perly, formally, and by dire&t Predication a Habir. Þ 
© 2. The Subject of Conſcience is the Practical 
Underftanding; the Underftanding, not the Will; 
- the Practical,” not the Speculative Unc crſtanding. 

*For Firſt, Conſcience does not acquieſce p,.u. r. 
<in irs Notions as the ſpeculative Underſtan- Ps: 2*- 


molt -Y 


AN * ding dots; but has a direct tendency to apply 


o 


*them to Practiſe. | 
vg: * Secondly, Conſcience ISA x ſort af Science, for | 
© as Science properly ſo called is a ſpeculative con- 


i * clafion from the firſt Principles of Truth” and * 
B 2 © *<Falſhood, 


b- om thee ft. Pn les ow, vor pps” Eel, and * 
| therefore/2s. it: has the: Nature. of-S6ience, - ſo..it 
» muſt be. ſcated in. che ſame. Faculty: 
- *Thirdhy, Conſcience is-ca of: 
*rherefore ſince Errour: 1s:the proper. Diſcaſe os the. 
3 "Underſtanding, the Underſtanding. muſt.” be. the 
- *proper. Subject a& Conſcience... 
| TI-concluds therefore,  That.the, proper: Subject, :of 
| Gonſcicnce 1s the practical Underſtanding;. and' the 
| practical Notices; imprinted: there... | Whether = ' 
, 'Nature or 'Reyclation,: arc the'Rule by which it 1s 
Govern'd; and:Goyerns us;. and:from whence it: in- . 
. ferrs:the Obligation of. Duty, and to which: it Ap-. 
| peals when-it: accuſes . or. cxcuſes,”-conyicts- or. 'ab-.. 
. plvcs.upon Action ; - and:nothing indeed: can- pre-. 
| tend to be a Rule of Conſcienge,...or a Principle. fic 
| eadircctihe proportians of Good and Evikan-Moral : 
-  Actons, / but whatis-allow'd: and; approv'd ' by the . 
+ practical Intellect; and derived;or pretended: ta: be 
| dtrived fron the Command-of- GOD;-who can on-.. 
by: oblige Human:.Conſeiences; | and: therefore the 
| Exroncous Canſcienge obliges under the difguiſe of.” 
-- a#ight Gonſcience,- pretends-ro be. Govern'd by the 
| \Dierates,of the practical Underſtanding, and to: de-. 
- ive its miſtaken Principles and Perſwakons. from the - 
| Authority of Nature and Revelation.z andunderthis.. 
| Convicuon to. im hat 15:thus perſuaded;. it-has the» . 
Nature and. Gongh of A TIE. Canſeienge; or clic. 
: ———_ mor.ol DLIES-< ; | 7 The-- 
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,, .. The-Third Thing-to be conſidered: is the Object-: 
. of Conſcience, and that is all Moral. or +8... 
_ Human, Actions, all- thoſe Actions which rs 2: |! 

arc Good-or Evil in themſelves, or may be made: 

ſo bx, Circumſtance, whatfoeyer 1s done by 'us as: | 
reaſonable Creatures, isin-our own Power, may fall. | 

under. Choice. or Dehiberatian, and.render us ha: - ; 

ble to Reward. or-Puniſhment.for doing or onutting : Þ 

it, and .it is the proper Proyince of- Confeience to: f 

direct or forbid,approve or diſapprove ſuch Actions... 

Fourthly, The laſt Thing-confiderable in the Na-- B 
tare of Conſcience, is that Act. by which . i 
Conſcience Influences, - Judges-,. and  Go-. Mrer# 
verns Moral' Actions, and that is by the ** 
application of its. preſent Light, whether Natu-- | 
ral or Revealed , arifing fron the Principles. of 
Nature or Revelation, or the. neceſlary conſe-- 
quences :af thoſe Principles deduced by Reaſon, _! 
and this application .is made. by a diſcurſive Act of: 
Reaſoning, for Univerſals and Particulars cannot be -: 
Conneered, nor. general Rules and.. Propoſitzons di- -! 
rect particular Caſes and. Actions, wikioud as Act : 
"of Reaſoning, nor'until Conſcience apphes-1ts-Lighs - 
"ro enquire of Actions done, or to direct Actions= 
| to be done: In the firſt two Things are enquired,..} 
whether the Action were done, AS and with+: 
what Choice and Deliberation, and whether it were: - 
well or ill done, a goed or evil. Action ; Tr the firſt, | 
Eonſcience procceds as a Witneſs ; In the ſecond;;? 
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- 254 Judge; and pronounces Sentence by approving 


or difapproving the Aation, and! by abſolving or 
condemning the Actor, in the diretion of future 
F Actions. Conſcience has the Nature of a-Legiſlator, 
* Monitor, and Counſdllor; and if we Obey the 
Commands and Directions of Conſcience, we ſhall 
” hayc no reaſon to fear its Teſtimony or Judgment. | 
> And'from theſe particulars' diſtintly conſidered, 
þ It will be as caſic to frame acompleat Notion of the 
| Nature" of thar Principle of Moral Action we call 
Conſcience, as to conclude from the ſeveral in- 
E ſtances of its Influence and Condu&t, that there is 
ſich a Principle in every Man. 

E For as Conſcience is a Light to dire& and guide 
2s. fo it manifeſts and demonſtrates ir (elf in all the 
circumſtances of Human Life, by a Univerſal Re- 
" 'pard to preſent, paſt, and future Action : When 
; ( cation aſſaults and inclines ro Evil Action, 
* Conſcience is ready to interpoſe, admoniſh, and 
| diſſuade us from it; If the Tempration prevails 'up- 
© on us, © Conſcience Refifts, Regrets, Checks, and 
* Upbraids the Undertaking, after the Commiſſion ; 
Fit Objects, Conviets, Reproves, Accuſes, Condemns, 
| and Afflicts us for 1t.. OR 

| - When occaſion of domg Good is offered, Con» 
| Tcience incites, perſuades, and encourages to do it; 
* Aftcr ic is done, it defends, approves, and*applauds 
the Action, and fills us with Joy. confidence, and 
| complacency upon the R 
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which exerts it ſelf in ſo many ſeveralInſtances, and .: 
- exerciſes ſuch a general and various' Influence over 
Human Achons, cannot be undiſcovered, butevery - 
Man who Thinks and Reaſons, (and he that does . 
not has no;pretence to that Name) will perceive, . 
apprehend, and acknowledge its Authority. =Y 
The Mad-Man may Phanſic there is no Sun; The -.: 
Fool may ſfay,7here is no God, And the Profligate _ 's 
retend there 1s no Conſcience z But the Sun will-: 
e {till evedent by its own Light; The Power and! 
_ Wiſdom of the Inviſible Godhead Demonſtrated by ' 
the Things that he hath made ; And the Authority © 
of Conſcience. Atteſted by the inward . Senſe and. 
Apprchenſion of .cycry Man who Reflects and Con- --; 


; fiders. | Wo 
And this may ſuffice upon the firſt particular 4 
That there is in every Man a Conſcience, or pradti---/ 
cal Judgment, to be the Guide and Director of all: 
our Actions ; There 1s a Spiritual Eye and Light - 
within us. [ I 
' , Secondly, That this Conſcience may: abuſe its 4 
_ Office; miſtake its Meaſures, be perverted by falls 4 
Principles, prejudice, and ſenſual Aﬀettions, and 

iflead us'into dangerous Errors and eyil Practices : 2 
Fhis.Eye may be Evil, this Light may: be Darkneſs. .. 
And in an Age ſo generally Corrupted and Depraved - 
- both in Principles and Practices, it will be cafier vo / 
find. art eyi than a gooÞEye, acorrupt than aſound/1 
Conſcience ;;. For tho” God Almighty has deliyercd & 


373" wee 


- 
' 
2 i 
| 


£ EF = 


; 3 MES. 2 
f IE 22 WH AD ZIME a, 


x6 Mankind perfect Meaſures of 'Good: and-Evil, 
* Truth and. Falſhood, yet -Inconſideration, Paſſion, 
| Prejudice, © and ſenſual Aﬀection,' do ſo generally 
* .depraye-our- Minds, and interrupt the: influence of 
- .thoſe:Principles. which ſhould-Governwus, thatwe fo 
- imperfectly receive, apprehend, and apply them, 


\ har moſt Men miſtake Evil for Good, and Errour 


| for Truth. '-- þ UROL ID: He. E's | : 
t. _ That the Conſcience may be'Corrupted by ſen- 
| fual Aﬀection, and ſubjugate :the Wiſdom of the 
{—"Spirit-to.the Follies of the Fleſh 5; Thar-the Law of 
| *the Members may Triumph :over the Law of the Mind, 
| .and Icad -us iCaptive to the Law of Sin and Death ; 
| That Men may forget themſelves and their Reaſons, 
. .cheir God and their Religion; their preſent Happt- 
b-cncfs and furure Hopes, and run with Greedineſs, 
+ Pleaſure, and Sarisfaction,. to the .Commiſhon of 
.:that Extrayagance which Naturc abhors, and GOD 
 .and Reaſon forbid, under the Senſe, Apprehenfion, 
| and inward Teſtimony. of a future Judgment, is roo 
# {adly evident in:the General 'Converſation 'of 'Chri- 
-ſtans.. |< es 12 HREeS | by 
- Thar Conſcience may Err an ats Notions of Truth | 
{will need no *Demonſtration to him that conſiders 
\ the Divcrſicy and Contrariety of Opinions in Matters 
F:of Religion, which diſturb and divide the Chriſtian 
"World ; Bothfides:cannot be in the Right, becauſe 
m.many Articles they contradict one ors and 
ycrwith.the ſame Zcal. and Aſſurance they -afſert 
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thet' were in'the- Wrong ; bur full i in the Hear of 
Diſpute and Argutnent, they fo frequently 'miftake = 
the 'Conrroverfre,” and” fo ofterr muſapprehiend -one 
_ another, tht 1t* is yery evident they do not away 
differ in the Matter,” where they drfagree inthe = 
mon. And: therefore” 'corwidflanding alt 
- Fierceneſs-of | Conitradiction in many of their Hop 
bates, 'both may -be in! the Right 5; 2 8 were they 
Goyerned by- the Principles of che Chriſtran Religt- 
on ' none of their Differen&ts tr Opmion could -þ 
Occafion'of Mitice; Hatred, or Uncharmablecneſs 
——_ chem. _ Bur Conſcience is oft pretended: 
to juſtifie the” Sirxcerity of the Erroneous, where the 
Error'/is generally thc Effcet of a worſe Principle. 
-Thae. Chriſtians tould differ about choſe Points 
of Religion where” they dv-not difagree ; thar tlicy 
ſhould/be moft where they differ leaft, = 
where the Differcnec is of | the Ieaft Contecruucce ; 
tharthere ſhould beamore ſenfible Warmth im nal 
thetnfor the diftirictive Articles of a Patty, ian | 
the' common Prinetples' and Foundations of our Re 
ligon, are eyidenc. Arguments that Paſſion and In- 
Intereſt have a'greater Influctice in the'Divifions 'of 
Chriſtians than Carfcrence, thongh ofther precend- 
cd, and'that'want of Charity i is the ofineial + Caulſc 
T7 makiplyirg the Conrroverfies of Rehigion. g 
But three things are neceffary to preſerve' Confei-- 


cnCC © from Corruption, bortki in Princple and Practiſe. 
| | "1 


| "Pf ie mnecelſary to be fenſible-ofrhe Weaknek 
| and Infirmity of Natural Conſcicnce , not only that | 
| t may be, quiſtaken, -bucthat ut 1s. cafily impoſed.on, - 
| ſubject ro; Error, and apt to be deceived ; not only 
| that it may offend .when it miſtakes, bur that it 1s, 
| diſpoſed and inclined to follow thoſe erroneous Im- 
| preſſions 1t receives, and. to make: them the Rule 
* and Meaſures of |Action; , and nothing renders Con- 
| ſcience ſo fatally Frail, as'a Confidence arid Securi- 
' ty againſt the Impreſſions and Conſequences of Er- 
| ror, for this: makes us negligent of that Care and 
| Watchfulneſs that is a ro preſerye the Inte- 
grity of Conſcience. | jr; 

'. «Secondly, Conſcience muſt be rightly . informed, 
- and thorowly perſwaded of the Evidence and Obli- 
| gation of. the Truth and Certainty of thoſe Princi- | 
| ples: thatare to be the Rules of its Conduct ; for. 
|. Conſcience is weak and indeternuned in, urs {clf,, but: 
| - calily and cheartully applics ro Action; when it. is. 
| agreed in the Meaſures and Proporgons thab, ought 

| to goycrn it; and {ince the-Law of God ;.,compri-' | 
| fed inthe Books of Nature and Revelation, 1s, rhe: 

| - compleat.. and adequate Rule of. Conſcience, .we ' 


| muſt ſtydy our ſelycs and the Holy S« ippures, for 
there the greater Lines of our Duty are ſo fairly im-. 
” printed, / that no Man can.be ignorant of the Rule 
| of Action, without ſtupid Inconfideration, Negl;-- 
| gence, or perycrſe, Obſtinacy.. | | 

6 pet nf 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To preſerve Conſcience: from:,Confupti- 
.on,. we muſt not only underſtand: and beheve' the 
Nature and Perfection of our Rule, but:alſo attend, 

conſider, and apply the Rule' to Practiſe : The moſt 
_ . perfeft Body of. Ethicks, underſtood, digeſted and 

believed; cannot make us good Moraliſts, unleſs we 
goyern our 'Manners by thoſe ' Precepts it teacherh ; 
for 1t 1s not the Science of Morals, but the Practiſe 
of Morality, that is, Actions done with Reflection, 
and under [the Influence of 'thoſe Principles which 
ſhould direct Conſcience, that recommend our Con- 
ſciencesto God and Man; for the Principle of Acti- 
on makes up.a conſiderable part of 'the Character 
_ and Merit of. Action, and a right Principle 1s abſo- 
lutely. neceſſary. with the Perfection of the other 
Circumſtances to compleat the Integrity of a good 
Action. $7 en ' 

And | thus we -muſt- be governed, if we would 
make a-righe; Judgment of our Actions, and a com- 
fortable Account for them. | 

-But moſt Men paſs their Lives without thinking, | 
and either perform their Actions mechanically, as 
Senſc and Circumſtance determine them, WItNOUr 
conſidering the Rule and: End of Moral Action; or 
by ſuch Principles which fall not under the Influence 
_ of. Conſcience, nor are agreeable to the proper 
Meaſures of its Condudt. KOI 47 
And there are Four Principles which gencrally | 

influence Humane Actions, which cither imply no 
py 2 Lo. Deli- 
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"on = =, -or Tr FIT ES which 
- are© nc e wiſer Confiderations, 
which tould dnt Contiene and cy" are C hance, 
Leaſe, Cuſtom, Intereſt." 

-  Firft, Chance, and this.is a Frivgple: kich: -&0- 
Ferns a' great Rat DE of the anthinking World, which 
: $ indeed the'greareſt *part of Mankind y'and as he 
that is under the Influence of this Principle ; is always 
carcle& and thoughtleſs, ſoby the Conſequence of 

this Principle, he-4s bouhd to:be'fo :He'fmds him- 
fel '*in the World, and as heknows not} nor conſi- 
ders why he came there, fo. to ſecure his'Quier in 
it: he conchades/he was the Effet of Chance, and. 
. born ar all Adventures, and .therefore: he receives 
bis Fare as 'it Happens, without Hope'or - Fear, and. 

_ervubles not himſelf ro manage-and improve Acci- 
dents-to his own particular Intercſt,or to ferye the ge- 
neral Ends of the World; for he believes this World 
was the Efle&'of the caſual Concourſe of neceſſary 
Cauſes, which had no Deſign inmaking, nor have m 
governingiit x bur that all Events are dctcrinined in 
it by the Thrle fatal Chancewhichiproducedit at firſt ; 
and therefore he looks backwards and forwards wich. 
| - equal Indifference, and Inconſideration ; and as he. 

* came into this World without any Knowledge or 

' Defign, fo he gocs out of it without any Thonght. 
| or-Regard to another ; belieying, aceording to the 

' Concluſion of the: Scnfualift, inthe Book of Wiſdom, 
L- that h-fbai be hereafter ar ng Sateen Recs, 
| Bur: 
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-  But-there are others, who, though they own an: 
_ Al-wiſe Creator- and Governor of the World, yu | 
have laid as certain Foundations' of Fatal Neceſluy 
as the Former, by aſſerting, That God Almighty. 
has by Inconditional and Abſolute Decrees, deter- 
mmed -the Fate of all Humane-Aations, and theine-- 
ceflary Seate of.cvery Man's preſent and futureHap-- 
_pineſs or Miſery ; and this Do&trine has by an un- | 
Happy Influence, driven many Men to the Conduct. | 
of Chance, and'that in Matters of the greateſt Inter-- Þ 
<t and-Concern:;/ for though in their prefent Fem- | 
poral Afairs they ſeem to a&t by other Meaſures, 
and' to renounce the Conſequence of this Principle, Þ 
ret in their remorer, ſpiritual, and more confidera-- 
| ble Intereſts; + they are wholly guided by it, and have: 
concluded, that it is to no-purpoſe to-confider and:F 
make -uſe of the. Means of Salvation, or to '|bulic; 
themſelves about rhe hidden Events-of Etcrreiy;JburÞ 
to await the Iftes of -thar Fate which. is 1rrefifteble. 
and irreverſible. And -indecd if there'be a'FaraÞNe-# 
ceflity, 1t 1s all one 'whether it be the Effet of Ne- 
ceflary or Voluntary Cauſes, and-it will 'be-equally: 
ridiculous-in either Caſe, to endeavour to rehiſt or 
contraditt it, for 1n ſuch-Circumſtances, -the' wiſeſt 
thing we can do, will be to think and do-nathing'; 
for Fate will have its Effe&t, do what we can tothe 
_ Eontrary.. - But fince:this Doctrine. of- Fatal Neceflis 
ty is a Pretence that contradicts. the general' Senfe 
and: Practile- of the-wiſcſt Part of Mankind, and car 
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or Blaſphemy; ir oughr-to be rejected: by cycry good 
b Chriſtian as. Impious-and-.abormnable;. - :. ; 
| *, Secondly, The Second- Principle of; Conduct in 
 inconſidering: Men; is Senſe, and this indeed is a 
| Principle -wichun, us, arr! of ourſelves; it has | 
| Appetites arid. Nears hare Natural and Inm- 
; x and may, and muſt: be fatisfied ; '1t is a _uſe- 
ful Taſtrument and Companion, of, the Soul, and at- 
| tends and ſerves itinzhis State of Union in- the moſt 
| abſtracted, Operations, of- Rtaſoningiand-- Deyxoton. 
Upon: the good Order of Senſe: depend the Health + 
and Vigor of the Mind, and by its innocent, Plea- 
| ſures and Satisfactions, | the:\Soul is -xefreſthed;; and 
| quickned; :the Union preferyed, and-the Soeiety; ahd 
Conduct of Reaſon ſecured in full Influence and Au- 
thc _A Ic ay Organs of. Diſcipline, Science and 
Faich by our-Eyes we behold:rhe. Beauty and 
Gloxy. of Wo. viſible Creation,and are lead-thereby to 
admire and believe-the Wiſdom, Power and Good- 
n is & of the Creator ;_ by our Ears we receive the 
$Ligin s-of Salvation; and are. taught-rchoſe Ar- 
gel of convince us-'of the.;Fruth, and bring 
5to jk Advantages and Rewards of our Holy Re- 
pion; for Faith tometh by hearing : And if that O- 
N nion of ſome Ancienc and Modern Philoſophers be 
"Thar there is nothing. in the -Underſtanding 
bu © what is ſometime or other - derived thicher by 
pur. Sex es, ve ſhall owe to/our Senſes all the Not 
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Principles of -Knowledge, and Conduct in Philoſo- 
phy and Religion; ſuch Obligations will deſerve 
and 'requre;Reſpect from. ns, and it-will be-always 
Juſt and Natural to pleaſe and gratific our Senſes, 
and to allow them their Influence and. Authormy, 
as a;dear Part of ; our ſclyes. 

' And.to encourage;our Compliance and Submiſſi- 
on, we have had/,a particular Experyment ; of the 
good-and happy. Government of Senſe, for: our ca- 
lieſt and moſt innocent ..Days were thoſe, when 
Sexſe. ruled alone g_ but ſince Reaſon, began to com- 
mand,,.Care and,Guilt. have, diſturbed and defiled 
us; and the Innocent, Follies.of Infancy are changed 
into the deliberate Crimes of Age, and we have Sins 
both, of. che. Fleſh and Sprit to-anſwer for. 
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. Theſe are. the, plauſible Arguments of the Advo- 
cates. of Senſe, and: arc ſufficienc to aſlert its die 
Right and Influence over us, but not to juſtific that 
ilbkmitced . and. extravagant: Authority which moſt 
Men indulge to their Senſes. For it we. look into 
the 1 1th ſhall find a great Number of Men 
(not ro fay the greateſt part of Mankind) who are 
ſo wholly employed; in the Pleaſures and Satisfacti- 
ons of Senſe, and bcar ſo httle' regard to the! Intez 
reſts of Reaſon, that were we to judge of their Na- 
ture by their Lives, it wapld be d:fhcult ro diſtin- 
guiſh them from the common Herd -Jot ſ{cniitive 
Creatures, for they live.as 1t they had no other Paine | 
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6s-erjoy iff more” reaſonable Meaſures, and 
1 mnoccntDecorum; under the ſole" Con- 
| thr of —_ x roeeth þ does ound 
5 nat '0 Arts/'of' e1Ng Senſe: an 
| paifipering che-Feſh; burp ohic bd enjoy- tor the 
3nds and Uſes of Life, — y the Meafures of 'Na- 
tare,” and Care at Eaſe when thar'is Fatisfied'; but 
| tel, more*brutifſi\\Men have dbaſed/Reafbn t: fron 
% «cans Fee and haye rendered the Flcſh' 
E ble by the Aid' of thoſe Facultics, which 
' en Km grven it Rule and Limieation, [they de- 
bi: five by: the Meaſuresof pathpered Appetite, and 'en- 
* Joy" by che/ Proportions'of Artificial Neceffities of 
3 oth own'making, and conclude their Pleaſures, not 
by the'Saniety, but Laſheude of Nature. 
 -And-chus' whilſt Reaſon which ſhould ſer "the 
6: Bounds, promotes the- Extravagarice, - arid encou- 
| rages'the Exccſs,they loſe all the Principles of Wiſe 
. | Eonduct, and become” ſ@ perfectly under the Do- 
 mimon- of Senfe, \thar they tec] not ſo muchas the 
| Saghogs and __— of Reaſen'i m their Folk 
Follies 
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Follies, the Law of the Mind 1s at perfect Peace with 
the Law: of the Members, and united into the Inte- 
rcits of Fleſh, they live by Senſe in oppoſition -to 
| Reaſon, and by Senſe m appotfition to Faith, with- Þ 
out any regard to: the: Nobler Satisfa&tions of the |} 
Soul in this Life, or to the greatcr Intercits of Re- 
ligion in the other, they have the fame Principle 
and End of Action with the Beaſts that Peruh, and 
> were they to have the fame End of Being we could 
not. blame their conduct, but ſince as Men, they 
- were Born to nobler Plafures, and as Chriſtians | 
Redeemed for a Spurtuatand Eternal Happinck, Þ# 
they ought to regulate all the Satisfactions of Senſe | 
in duc Limitation and Subordination ta the preſent 
and future Incerefts of Reaſon and Religion. = 
-  3- The Thard Principle of Conduce in Unthink- 
ing Men is Cutftom, and it 1s a very dangerous and 
hazardous Principk,becauſc there is a peculiar weak- |} 
neſs and affectation in Human Nature, to admirc # 
and coyct the applauſe and approbation of Men, * 
and to derive the Authority of their Actions frem # 
the Countenance of Example ; And he that Acts by ( F 
this Principle will be under a dangeraus Tempcation 
of being Vicions, when Vice is the Mode and Fac Þ} 
ſhion of the place he hves m ; for Good Manners © 
will be Itl-Breeding and Unmannerly where Virtue | 
is Diſcountenanced, and under this conduct x is | 
great -odds but he mnauſcarries, for that the mukitude 
5s 0n Vace's fide, 1s catic to\detername upon the _—_ - 
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{ without Poling, and in-fuch Circumflances « will 
' Took like Preſumption and -Singularity not to be 
. concluded by the major. part, and every Man has 
- not the hardineſs and reſolution-to refiſt the influ- 
| ence of a+ general Example, and- therefore; Holy 
| Scripture has'caution'd us againſt the power of Unt- 
{ yerſal Cuſtom, as a- moſt: dangerous Tempration, 
 - Thou ſbalt not follow @ mubtitudeto do evil,Exod. 23. 2. 
| for though to EW the general Senſe of Mankind 
 , 3s an impudent affectation of Singularity, - and very 
| aptto.render us careleſs and profligate in our Man- 
| ,ners, according to the Opinion of the Roman Ora- 
* tor, : Negligere quid dete quifque.fentiat non folummodo- 


|  arrogantis eft ſed difſoluti ; yet to have too great a 
* "value for: the Opinion and Authority of Men, and 


ro oppoſe the power of Example againſt -the Evi-- 

{ dence of Fruth and Virtue,is a Principle of the moſt 

dangerous influence to corrupt Faith and Manners. 

+.  - And thereforeour Bleſſed Saviour has afcribed-the- 

©. whole pretence of the Jews. Infidelity into the influ-- 

|. ence of this Principle,” and ſpeaks-of it as a kind of 

+ wrefiftible Temptation to ſenſual Men, - How can. you 

|. believe, who-receive Honour one of another, and ſeek 

| wot that Honour which cometh-from God only? St. John 

'.. 5,\44- And the Phariſees have upbraided the Faith: - 
| of thoſe who Beliey'd-in our Saviour upon: the evi-” 
.. dence of his Miracles with the Authorny: of: their- 

|  Unbelicving Elders, as the moſt popular Argument: 

| Beljeved on him:? St John 7. 48.. And 
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And therefore to ſecure the Courage aud Inno- 
cence-of Human Nature, 'Conſcience muſt take its- 
Meaſures from Precept, - and not from*+ Example : 

For he that Governs. his Actions by Rule; will have | 
the ſame Meaſures of Truth and Virtue every where,. -| 
and the: ſame Obligation and Encouragement always 
to. embrace and practiſe them ; But he that receives 
his Faith and Manners from the Opinion and- Pra- | 
Qiſe of others, will be Wiſe and Good by acci- | 
dent, and - according to the good Fortune of his | 
preſent Circumſtances,- or-rather neither Wiſe nor 

-Good-at-all ; For that Conſcience. that acts only in 

complance with other Mens |A&tions , without .rc- - 
gard to Rule, wants that Principle which is neceſſary - | 
to giyve-the Denomination and Merit of a Good | 
Achatk- 94. Th ll 
4. The Fourth Principle of Conduct in Unthink- | 
.1ng Men 1s Temporal Intereſt-: For though all Men } 
are apt to value.themſelves under -the direction of*Þ 
this Principle, and are eſteemed Wiſe and Confide- } 
rate-for Chooſing ard Governing themſelves by it ;/ 
_* yet It 1s no more reducible to the Meaſures of True F 
Wiſdom, than any- of the other, and 1s of. a more H 
dangerous and pernicious Influence than all the reſt ; Þ 
For it/1s-cafie to obſerve in the general practiſe ot} 
Mankind, that no Principle has thar Univerſal and} 
Irrefiftible Authority in Changing and Corruyting } 
the Sentiments and Converſations of Men, as Tem-. 
poral Intereſt, Senſe and. / clog Hogour and Yircuc, 


a 
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| Fait 4s; Tian,” are  — LA zonfiderations 
| where Intereſt is concern 'd, and moſt Men arc-will- 
; ing to relign chem, as an Taſic price to promote it : 
: NE ible ©> is the allowed Priviledge  of- this Chair, 
| and Mcn' of all Pcrfuafions do - Þ quietly ſubmir 
| cheir-Conſciences to this Authority, that we may 
{ reaſonably conclude, though moſt Men believe all 
E 1g oe may, yet few ſuſpect Intereſt-can Ly: 

{ To this Men ſubmit with an implicit Faith, and 
| conſent with a blind Obedience ;-for-the Propofiti- 
* on that is profitable 1s always Indiſputable, and no 
| Evidence produces ſo thorough a Convittion, as 
| preſent Advantage : Ocher Powers arc generally 
| Obey'd with Parcalcy | Regret, . and Hypocriſie, 
but Mt the Subjects of Intereſt bear true Faith and 
 Allegrnce, hakovs Hearnly, and obey Sincerely. 

| . Mammon in the Scripture Language is ftyled-the 
God of this World, and is indeed the God of the 
; whole World, and not a Local Deity,, appropriated 
| by the peculiar Worſhip of ſome particular Parts 
and Countries ; For though other Sims are Perſonal 
| and National, and prevail moreor leſs accordingtothe . 
, particular Tempers and Cuſtoms of Men and Coun- | 

| TTrics ; "oy this Love of- Intereſt 1s a Univerſal Infe- 
| ction, and the common frailty of Human - Nature, 
| for all Mcn are more or kfs Guiky of this Idolatry 
| and Sacrifice to Mammon. 

| And therefore in this Chapter onr Bleſſed Saviour 
| has grown a - MOXFC JO Caution againſt = 
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Anenes I, — Intereſt, as be — 
and moſt powerful Corrupter of Conlricence ; gra; 
ut we may } Make of the Senſe of our Text by the 
© Comtext, and Interpret it from the Subje ale | þ 
of the precceding and following Verſes, it feems x@ | 
: be that principal Offence and Infirmity of the Spiri- 
ual Eye, intimated in our Text by the Metaphor | 
of Darkneſs ; For as he has introduced it by dire&t- | 
ing his Followers to a right Notion of _ | 
Happineſs, (the Foundation of all thoſe Teo 
Principles that are to govern . Conſcience) 

and by afſuring them that it does not cenfiſt in the 
Earthly Treaſurcs which are Fading and 'Tranlitory, 
but in the Eternal and Durable Treaſures of Heaven, 
ſo he has concluded it 1n the Verſe immediately 
following, by afferting the dangerous Inconfiftency 
of the true and falſe Notion of Happinels, -and 
the great hazard Men-run of loofing their Eceenal | 
for their Temporal Intereſt ; ou cannot ſerve God || 
and Mammon, Verl. 24. 1 
And if we conſider the particular Circumſtances. ! 
in which the Chriſtian Religion was delivered, and © 

the general Nature of the Ghriſtian Religion in all 

Circumſtances, we muſt grant-that nothing could 

be more. ſeaſonably propoſed to the Chriſtians of 
the Firſt Age, nor can+be-more reaſonably adviſed | 
£0 the Chriſtians ar all times, then 40 beware of che | 
dangerous inflacnce -of Temporal Intereſt. | 


For as a generous: Concempr-of this. World--was 
z | ”".- 


* 8 


{ "abſalutcly neceſlary.to- bear up tt cPrmnyc Chriſtian 
- with Faith and Reſolution, under the daily expeta- 
| tion of Suffering and Dying for his Rehgion, ſo it 


Kill is, and will be always the Duty of every good - 


| Chriſtian to have/a- conſtant Frame and Diſpoſition 
- of Mind to part with' all. his Temporal Intereſts, 
* when'the Obligations of Religion, and a good 
| Conſcience requre it. Wy E: 
The Rich Man 1n'the Goſpel, who came up fo 
briskly to our Saviour to enquire: what he ſhould do 
* to inherit Etcrnal Life, departed from him Sorrowtul 
| when-our Saviour propoſed as the Condition of ob- 
* raining it, that he-ſbould ſell. all-and follow him. 


"The Text ſays he went away very Sorrowful, be- 
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| - cauſe he-was very Rich, add very Foolih too, and 


it will make up his compleat Character, for nothing 
| * could be ſo Ridiculous as to Believe Eternal Lite 
{. Could be too Dear at any Price, for where Infinite 
; 3s the Purchaſe, the greateſt conſideration bears no 
| more proportion to the value of the Thing deſired, 
| than the leaſt ; for where there 1s no proportion at 
* all, as betwixt Finite and Infinite there is not, there 


| can be no Degrecs of Proportion, as wherethe loſs ' 


Infinite, the-greateſt gain in lieu of -1it makes no 


| . more Compenſation-than the leaſt ; for he-gains as 


* much who gains only Naboth's Vineyard, by looſing 
| his Soul,as he that gains the whole World and looſes 
| it 3 that 1s, neither gainsany. thing, for the loſs be- 
' Ing Infinite admits no Compenſation. - z 
ET... b reat 
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"= was a F olly pr: vER Rich Man ro EY Þ 
.- bad a Concluſion Fans ſo.good a Beginning, to put 
. fo fairaſteptowardsErernal Lite, and tlica draw back 
| for the Love of his Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. 
- Bur this is not the only Fool which has preferr'd 

x Temporal co Ecernal Intereſt, forſaken the True Reli- 
. gion for the Worſhip of the Golden Calf, and parted 
with his God to fave his Mammon. 
; For Temporal Intereſt is now become the general 

Principle -of Conduct, the Children of Light are as 
Wiſe in-their Generation as the Men of the World, 
and the Chriſtian, though he pretends to Spiritual, | 
yet Governs himſelf by Temporal Promiſes, and lives } 
as if he will'd. to cxchange his. Heaven tor anEarthly, - 
C anaan. 
| But no Principle 1s ſo oppoſite to the Nature- of | 
| the Chriſtian Religion, and: the proper Meaſures of | 
the Chriſtians Conduct, as the Conſiderations of: } 
Temporal Intereft.. - 
- The Chriſtian renounced the World at. his Bap- | 
iſm, and it ought co bear no place in. his Aﬀectt. * 
ons when it comes in Competition with the. Oblt- Þ 
gations of his Religion,. he has. enter'd his Name in. | 
the Liſt of the Spiritual-Warfare, and ought to be- | 
have himſelf Mantully. againſt the World, as well. | 
as the: Fleſh and che Devil ; He has ſubmicted to the | 
"Doctrine of the Croſs, and | though he 1s not always | 
in the proſpect of: Suffering, as the Prifnutive Chri- 


ſtan: was,, yet. he ought always to. be in a readineſs. | 
CIO - and 1 
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| Und preparntion-of Mind cobear x withCheartulncſs 
and Alactity; and to follow the: Steps of tus Cruci- 

| fied Saviour in all the Gloriqus Inſtances of Patience, 

| whety Providence ſhall call himto the 'Tryal ; He 
| oughtto live as a Subjectof tharPrincewhoſe King- . 
L t 9'not. of the World ; As a Citizen of rhe New 

'  Bernſalem Which is above ; As an Heir of thoſe Pro- 
muſes which are future, Spiritual and Ecernal ; and 
therefore -not'to be Governed in his Actions by 
 frefent and Temporal Confiderations,' for Temporal 

| Intereſt: (though it is the Wiſeſt pretence of Carnal 

| Reaſon) has no proſpe& beyond the Happineſs of 
* this World, and Sivatone ought not to be the mea 

" ſure of thoſe Actions for which we acc to account 

{ In another, nor can be a proper Principle for the 
| Condutt of that Life, which ought to be directed - 
| with a principal regard to our future and eternal 


J | : 
+ _ And theſe are the Principles that Governthe Acti- 

> ons of Inconfidering Men, for want of the Wiſer 

+ Conſiderations of a well regulated Conſcience. 
* © They are govyern'd by Chance and external Acci- 

+ dent, as if there were no inward Principle of Con- 
|. duct; they are govern'd by Senſe, as if there were” 
© no Spiritual Eye ; they are govern'd by Example; 

| as if they had no Eyes of their own, and were to: 

| be dire&ed by other Mens; they are governed by. 

; preſent Interctt7 as if there were no future Hopes 
"and Fears to Influence Conſcience ; as it the Spiri- 


tual 
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tual Eye were-not'to be directed by:Spiritual Light, 


' and the Immortal Soul to be conducted in its Acti- 


ons-by the Spiritual Promiſes of a future Immortali- 
ty. ;-And that Conſcience may be depraved in Prin- 
ciple and Practiſe, is ſo-evident a Matter of Fact from 
a View of the general Converfations of Men, that 
it rather deſeryes to be made an Argument of La- 
mentation, 'than farther Enquiry. Which leads me. 
to'the laſt Particular. $0 | 

3. The greateſt Miſery and. Misfortune that can- 
befall-us 1s to have our Conſciences depraved and: 
_ corrupted : | If the Light within us be Darkneſs, 
How great ?' How nuſchicvous 1s that Darkneſs * 
That our Guide ſhould be perverted, and: become 

our Seducer ?- That our Boſom, and moſt Intimate: 
Eriend: ſhould be falfe and treacherous ?. That che 
Fountain of Lite ſhould be poyſoned ?. andthe Prin-- 
ciple of Truth and Virtue become the fatal Caufe of. 
our Error, 4hd the unhappy Inſtrument: and Promo-: 

ter of our Folly ? That. Confcience which was en-. 
truſted with all our Intereſts, and given us-by God to-. 
direct us into the Ways of. Peace and Happineſs; 
ſhould be confederared with our greateſt Enenues; 
and' perverted by ſuch-Principles which will neeeſla- 

_ nlly; tmiſlead; us, and. render us. anfwerable for all. 
the unhappy: Conſequences. of their evil ConduR,. 
a the moſt deplorable Circumſtances that can. be-. 
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md A Ddermon Freachd before 
\_ + For though the Natural Eye may miſlead us, and 
not be accountable; becauſe its Conduct 1s the: EE 
fect of Neceſſary Cauſes, yet the Male-adminiſtra- 
tion' of the Spiritual Eye, 1s always in-ſome Propor- 
tion Criminal ; becauſe all Moral Actions are-'un- 
der the Goyernment of a yoluntary Principle, and 
all Error, as well as the Actions proceeding from it, 
4s Originally from our ſelves, and the Effect of our 
"own Choice, for the Error of Conſcience ariſes from 
the Influence; or Male-adminiſtration of the-WHl, 
by not attending, or nuſapplying that Light, which 
ſhould directit,andno Judgment 1s erroneous till the 
Why has complied and conſented . with-the Under- 
ſtanding, for if Error were originally from Nature, 
and/not from the Abuſe of Liberty, God would be 
the Author of Error, as the French Philoſopher has 
. - >And therefore, though an erroneous Conſcience 
may, and ſometimes muſt oblige; yet it is-nor- in 
the ſame Manner, and with the fame Security thata 
riglit Conſcience does, fora right Conſcience is ſure 
' as well as ſound,:and always a fafe Principle 'of Con- 
- duct,. bur it 1s agreed by all the beſt;Caſuiſts, that 
nm.” Conlcitnce crring vincbly.is an anavoidable Cauſe 
2 WBB6> 21:45 - In. x- bn OY nents eps 
- - And that an erroneous Conſcience ſhould bind us 
'ro Obedience, procceds from the neceſſary. Frame 
andConſtrutionof Humane Nature, for the 
; Object 


—_ 


Object can move the Will (to give it the ,,,, 1.4. 
Words of. an accurate Guide of © Con- pu.Dub. Bok 
© ſcience) no otherwiſe than. it is pro- ©? 3 
* pounded by the Underſtanding; the Will muſt 
© chooſe or reject as it 1s propoſed, and therefore if 
* it be propounded. as Evil; the Will that chooſes it. 
* under that Formality 1s. criminal and malicious, 
* and if it be propounded as good, the Will that te- 
*-jects it fo propoſed,deſpiſes Good, for it)is ſo to the 
*Will, if it be fo to the Underſtanding, which 1s 
< the Judge and immediate Rule of all Humane Acti- 
* ons, and he that. does a. good thing. .whulft he be... 
. ©-heves 1t to be Evil, does chooſe the Evil, and re 
fuſe the Good, for he does it, becauſe he thinks 03 
© believes it to be evil, and therefore js. equally dif 
*poſed to. chooſe real Eyil, | 
 Andtherefoiy Men: ſhould:not value themſelves up- 
on the Rights ant Priviledges of an erroneous Gonſc 
ence; 'nor- bear up upon that account againſt che 
- Commands. of their Governours, and the: Inſtrucce 
on of their Spiritual Guides, who would. direct them 
better, and reform their Conſfciences.. | 
For the Conduct of an erroneous Conſcience has 
enly this Advantage, that ic makes the beſt. of bad 
Circumſtances ; for where we arc by: Voluntary 
Error faltkn into the Neceſſity of Sinning- on either 
Side, the fafeſt way is. to follow the Dicrares of an er- 
roneous Confecience, it: being, a. greater Sin-to do a 
good: Action-againſt. oux,Conſcience, than. an. evil. 
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Action i in Obitlienes to it, pra Acre Degrees of 
Sin always ariſing from "the Different Degrees af. 
Choice and Malice. And'ro befafe 3nd ſecure under 
the Conduct of Conſcience, two things arc abſo- 
Jarely neceſfary.- | 
x Bip, That there be'a ſufficient gn t Conviddion 
and Perfwaſion in'the Conſcience, of the Neceſlity, 
Lawfulneſs,' or unlawtalneſs of che Matter it dictates, 
and therefore a doubtfat Confcience being -indeter- 
rained'ro either fide of the Queſtion,” can inferte no 
* direct Obligation ; and this St. 'Paul] has confirmed 
by a general Rule, Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, 
| and has apply'd'it'ro the Refolurion of a particular 
Caſe, 'in- debarc amongſt thenew Convert Chriſtians | 


AL Rome: abour- cating - unclean and forbidden Meats 
by cheLaw ; and concludes, That he that eateth whilſt 
 Adoubreth, is damned if he eateth,becauſe he eateth not 
of Rkith, "Row. = 23. Thar is, he really Sins in 


Pating: "becauſe he docs that Action, of the Law- 
Clef 'of which he has no Terfwaſion, for no Man 
cinhave'# due Reverence and Regard-for God and 
his Laws, who docs any thing which he ſuſpects to 
be unhwhal, when ic may be omitted without ha- 
zard of Sinfing. 
_ *Setorndly, There muſt be a Rectirude of Principle 
to govern and Jufſtrfic the the Perſwaſjon, and this 
makes'the Eſſential difference berwixt the Erroncous 
and” the Righe-Conference 3 for though the crrone- 


-Ou8 Conſcience, properly fo called, has ſufficient 
+BOAP perſwa_ 
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perſwaſion, and therefore is ftiled the Confident, to ! 

diſtinguiſh-1t from the probable and doubtful Conſci- |} 

ences,which arc under imperfec&tDegrees of Convicti- | 

| on; yet, becauſe its Perſwation is founded in falſe and. 

miſtaken Notions, it can never be a ſafe and fecure |} 

Guide. It has, m ſome Circamftances, AN [ 

cpongh to oblige us to obey, but never to cxcule. 

us wholly from Guile in our Obedience ; for we. 

arc always 1n Difficulties and Hazards under its Con- | 

du, .and'can never be juftrficd bur-in part, where 

the Neceffity of Smning makes it reaſonable, of two | 

Evi to: chooſe the leaſt. _ RS 

Now this Rectitude of Princrple confifts in thoſe 

_ Notices of our Duty, which we derive from the. 

Law of God, contained in the Books of Nature Ind 

Reyelation, which .is the only adequate Rule of 

Conſcience, for God Almighty is the only Lord Le- | 

giſlator, - and Judge of Conſcience, and the Divine 

Law. the only Rule that can oblige it ; and thoſe 

Men that pur themſelves under the Government of 

other Principles, in oppoſition to that Rule, are in 
a certain way to Rune and Deſtruction. 

And thercfore it will deſerve the Care of every 
good Chriſtian to be Vigilant and Induſtrious m 
the Conduct of Conſcience, ' to preſerve it as the 
Apple of that Spiritual Eye that is to direct and go- 
'yern us in our greateſt Intereſt of Vertue, Truth, 
and Happineſs, to keep- it in a conſtant Senſe, and 
tender Regard to the Rule of our Duty againſt, the 
| wo Influence 


Diſcharge. of. our.Obedience : 
- our. "Durics, can-ſccure.. us the” Teſtun 
ds of. 2 g0 Ic geen ey 
ite Mercy bring-1 us, by the-Merits 
mM, with the Father, and. the Ho-- 


